
PROMOTION RECOMMENDATION 
The University of Michigan-Dearborn 
College of Arts, Sciences, and Letters 

John M. Chenoweth, assistant professor of anthropology, Department of Behavioral 
Sciences, College of Arts, Sciences, and Letters, i s  recommended for promotion to associate 
professor of anthropology, with tenure, Department of Behavioral Sciences, College of Arts, 
Sciences, and Letters. 
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University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, CA 
University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
New York University, New York, NY 

Assistant Professor of Anthropology, Department of Behavioral 
Sciences, University of Michigan-Dearborn 
Teaching Fellow, Introduction to Humanities Program, Stanford 
University 

Summary of Evaluation: 
Teaching: Professor Chenoweth is rated excellent in teaching. He has taught six courses, including 
Introduction to Anthropology, Introduction to Archaeology, Prehistoric Archaeology, Cultural Ecology 
and Evolution, Who Owns the Past?, and Archaeological Field School. Three of these courses were 
brought to the university by Professor Chenoweth. In addition, three were adapted into online or hybrid 
courses. Professor Chenoweth consistently receives very solid student evaluation ratings, with his 
courses averaging 4.28 on the instructor rating. His courses are well-structured and are geared around 
critical thinking assignments. He is a highly engaged teacher who challenges students in the classroom. 
Based on their observations of Professor Chenoweth's classes, the faculty concur that he is an effective 
and valuable instructor. 

Research: Professor Chenoweth is rated excellent in research. During his four years at UM- Dearborn, 
he has published one monograph, a co-edited volume, has another edited volume under contract with an 
expected 2019 publication, and has also edited a three-volume handbook. He has also published four 
articles ( two of which are in the flagship journal American Anthropologist), and five book chapters. 
Professor Chenoweth' s research focuses on how religious groups work through material culture. He 
examines how communities are created through practice and the material culture involved in those 
identifications. Most of his work has been on the Religious Society of Friends-known as "Quakers"­
and how the Quaker community dealt with conflicting influences and priorities while maintaining a 
global sense of self He has also studied sites in the Caribbean, initially focusing on Quakerism in the 
British Virgin Islands where the group's ideals directly conflicted with racial identifications and an 
economic system centered on race-based slavery. His research has significant implications for how we 
understand religious practice and identity. 
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less two." 

Reviewer D: "Dr. Chenoweth has produced an excellent scholarly record that includes some 
very distinctive research contributions as well as more broadly relevant methodologically driven 
work. He has demonstrated a sound development of his Caribbean research over the period he 
has been a faculty member at the University of Michigan-Dearborn, and he has demonstrated 
evidence of new work focused primarily on contemporary archaeology. His work is securing 
visibility in historical archaeology and there is no reason to believe that he will not continue to 
grow as a scholar." 

Reviewer E: "Dr. Chenoweth is producing both a quantity and quality of scholarship that at a 
minimum holds its own with his peers and realistically has out produced most of his peers. I 
really do not see any cause for concern with his scholarship. I think he has clearly distinguished 
himself in the field of historical archaeology and is someone who I consider to be a rising star in 
the field." 

Reviewer F: "Dr. Chenoweth's scholarship has developed new categories of inquiry while 
making substantive contributions to long-standing questions in the field. He balances 
theoretically sophisticated work with practical application and traces threads of religious practice 
and identity across time and space, ensuring relevance as he breaks new and important scholarly 
ground." 

Summary of Recommendation: 
Professor Chenoweth has published high quality research and has shown promise for continued 
scholarly work. He is also an excellent teacher and is rated highly by students and peers. He is 
a valued colleague and makes significant contributions to the university. We are pleased to 
recommend, with strong support of the College of Arts, Sciences, and Letters Executive 
Committee, John M. Chenoweth for promotion to associate professor of anthropology, with 
tenure, Department of Behavioral Sciences, College of Arts, Sciences, and Letters. 

Martin J. Hersh k, Dean 
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